
Dear Martin / Nic Stone 

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend; 
but none of that matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite 
leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his  
former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a 
journal to Dr. King to find out. Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best 
friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up; way up, sparking the fury of 
a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are 
caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack.  

The Hate U Give / Angie Thomas  

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood 
where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy  
balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal 
shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil 
was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling 
him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to 
the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate 
Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down 
that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr.  

All American Boys / Jason Reynolds, Brendan Kiely  

The sidewalk graffiti started it all ... Well, no, actually, a lady tripping over Rashad 
at the store, making him drop a bag of chips, was what started it all. Because it 
didn't matter what Rashad said next -- that it was an accident, that he wasn't steal-
ing -- the cop just kept pounding him. Over and over, pummeling him into the 
pavement. So then Rashad, an ROTC kid with mad art skills, was absent again ... 
and again ... stuck in a hospital room. Why? Because it looked like he was stealing. 
And he was a black kid in baggy clothes. So he must have been stealing. And that's 
how it started. And that's what Quinn, a white kid, saw. He saw his best friend's 
older brother beating the daylights out of a classmate. At first Quinn doesn't tell a 
soul ... He's not even sure he understands it. And does it matter? The whole thing 
was caught on camera, anyway. Blame spreads like wildfire fed by ugly words like 
"racism" and "police brutality." 
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On the Come Up / Angie Thomas  

Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time.  As the 
daughter of an underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Bri's 
got massive shoes to fill.  But it's hard to get your come up when you're labeled a 
hoodlum at school, and your fridge at home is empty after your mom loses her 
job. So Bri pours her anger and frustration into her first song, which goes viral . . . 
for all the wrong reasons.  Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy, 
portrayed by the media as more menace than MC. But with an eviction notice  
staring her family down, Bri doesn't just want to make it--she has to. Even if it 
means becoming the very thing the public has made her out to be. 

Ghost Boys / Jewell Parker Rhodes  

Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a 
real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his 
family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal  
killing.  Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very  
different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has  
happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led 
to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the 
police officer, who grapples with her father's actions.  

The Crossover / Kwame Alexander  

“With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is  
DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces  
dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome 
on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, 
too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of 
family and brotherhood.  Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on 
and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their  
story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 

The 57 Bus / Dashka Slater  

One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a lighter. One moment that changes both 
of their lives forever. If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have 
met. Both were high school students from Oakland, California, one of the most  
diverse cities in the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, 
lived in the middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. Richard, a black 
teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, 
their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride 
home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard 
charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment.  (true story) 



Punching the Air / Ibi Zoboi with Yusef Salaam 

Amal Shahid has always been an artist and a poet. But even in a diverse art school, 
he's seen as disruptive and unmotivated by a biased system. Then one fateful 
night, an altercation in a gentrifying neighborhood escalates into tragedy. "Boys 
just being boys" turns out to be true only when those boys are white. Suddenly, at 
just sixteen years old, Amal's bright future is upended: he is convicted of a crime 
he didn't commit and sent to prison. Despair and rage almost sink him until he 
turns to the refuge of his words, his art. This never should have been his story.  

Slay / Brittney Morris  

By day, seventeen-year-old Kiera Johnson is an honors student, a math tutor, and 
one of the only Black kids at Jefferson Academy. But at home, she joins hundreds 
of thousands of Black gamers who duel worldwide as Nubian personas in the  
secret multiplayer online role-playing card game, SLAY. No one knows Kiera is the 
game developer, not her friends, her family, not even her boyfriend.  But when a 
teen in Kansas City is murdered over a dispute in the SLAY world, news of the 
game reaches mainstream media, and SLAY is labeled a racist, exclusionist,  
violent hub for thugs and criminals. Even worse, an anonymous troll infiltrates the 
game, threatening to sue Kiera for "anti-white discrimination."   

Monster / Walter Dean Myers  

He's young. He's black. And sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for murder.  
A Harlem drugstore owner has been shot and killed during a robbery, and word is 
that Steve served as the lookout. Guilty or innocent, Steve has become a pawn in 
the system. He's been called a monster, and worse.  As a way of coping with the 
horrific events that entangle him, Steve, an amateur filmmaker, decides to  
transcribe his trial into a movie script. But despite his efforts, reality is blurred until 
he can no longer tell who he is or what is the truth. 

American Street / Ibi Zoboi  
On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would 
finally find une belle vie -- a good life. But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti,  
Fabiola's mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud 
American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit's west side; 
a new school; and a surprising romance, all on her own. Just as she finds her footing 
in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon 
realizes that freedom comes at a cost.  



Tyler Johnson Was Here / Jay Coles  

When Marvin Johnson's twin, Tyler, goes to a party, Marvin decides to tag along to 
keep an eye on his brother. But what starts as harmless fun turns into a shooting, 
followed by a police raid.  The next day, Tyler has gone missing, and it's up to 
Marvin to find him. But when Tyler is found dead, a video leaked online tells an 
even more chilling story: Tyler has been shot and killed by a police officer. Terrified 
as his mother unravels and mourning a brother who is now a hashtag, Marvin 
must learn what justice and freedom really mean.  Tyler Johnson Was Here is a 
powerful and moving portrait of youth and family that speaks to the serious issues 
of today--from gun control to the Black Lives Matter movement.  

Dear Justyce / Nic Stone  

Sequel to Dear Martin.   Vernell LaQuan Banks and Justyce McAllister grew up a 
block apart in the Southwest Atlanta neighborhood of Wynwood Heights. Years 
later, though, Justyce walks the illustrious halls of Yale University  and Quan sits 
behind bars at the Fulton Regional Youth Detention Center. Through a series of 
flashbacks, vignettes, and letters to Justyce--the protagonist of Dear Martin --
Quan's story takes form. Troubles at home and misunderstandings at school give 
rise to police encounters and tough decisions. But then there's a dead cop and a 
weapon with Quan's prints on it. What leads a bright kid down a road to a murder 
charge? Not even Quan is sure.  

Anger is a Gift  / Mark Oshiro 

Six years ago, Moss Jefferies' father was murdered by an Oakland police officer. Along 
with losing a parent, the media's vilification of his father and lack of accountability 
has left Moss with near crippling panic attacks. Now, in his sophomore year of high 
school, Moss and his fellow classmates find themselves increasingly treated like  
criminals in their own school. New rules. Random locker searches. Constant  
intimidation and Oakland Police Department stationed in their halls. Despite their 
youth, the students decide to organize and push back against the administration. 
When tensions hit a fever pitch and tragedy strikes, Moss must face a difficult choice: 
give in to fear and hate or realize that anger can actually be a gift.  

Long Way Down / Jason Reynolds  

As Will, fifteen, sets out to avenge his brother Shawn's fatal shooting, seven ghosts 
who knew Shawn board the elevator and reveal truths Will needs to know.  At each 
stop on the elevator, someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece 
to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. A story that might never know an 
END…if Will gets off that elevator.  



I’m Not Dying with You Tonight / Kimberly Jones  

Lena knows she's going to make it big. Campbell is just trying to get through the 
year at her new school. One is black, one is white. When both girls attend the  
Friday-night football game, neither expects everything to descend into sudden 
mass chaos.  Chaos born from violence and hate.  Chaos that unexpectedly throws 
them together. When the city is up in flames, they only have each other to rely on 
if they're going to survive the night.  

This is My America  / Kim Johnson  

Every week Tracy Beaumont writes letters to Innocence X asking the organization 
to help her father, an innocent Black man on death row. After seven years, Tracy 
is running out of time: her dad has only 267 days left. Then the police arrive in the 
night, and Tracy's older brother, Jamal, goes from being a bright, promising track 
star to a thug on the run, accused of killing a white girl. As Tracy investigates what 
really happened between Jamal and Angela down at the Pike, she uncovers their 
Texas town's racist history. Will she prove her brother's innocence-- or cause her 
world to explode?  

Concrete Rose / Angie Thomas (publication date Jan 12, 2021) 

Yummy: The Last Days of a Southside Shorty / Greg Neri 

A graphic novel based on the life and death of Robert 'Yummy' Sandifer, an 11-
year-old gang member from Chicago's Southside who was killed by his own gang. 
11-year-old Roger is trying to make sense of his classmate Yummy's death, but 
first he has to make sense of Yummy's life. Was he some sort of monster, or just 
another kid? A compelling graphic dramatization based on true events, this gritty 
exploration of youth gang life will prompt teen readers to question their own  
understandings of good and bad, right and wrong.  

If there’s one thing seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter knows, it’s that a real man 
takes care of his family. As the son of a former gang legend, Mav does that the only 
way he knows how: dealing for the King Lords. With this money he can help his 
mom, who works two jobs while his dad’s in prison.  But he soon discovers—you 
can’t just walk away from the King Lords. 



Juvie Three / Gordon Korman  
Gecko Fosse drove the getaway car.  Terence Florian ran with the worst gang in 
Chicago.  Arjay Moran killed someone.  All three boys are serving time in juvenile 
detention centers until they get a second chance at life in the form of Douglas 
Healy. A former juvenile delinquent himself, Healy is running an experimental  
halfway house in New York City where he wants to make a difference in the lives 
of kids.  Things are going well, until one night Healy is accidentally knocked  
unconscious while trying to break up a scuffle among the boys. Terrified of the 
consequences, they drop him off at a hospital and run away. But when Healy 
awakes, he has no memory of them or the halfway house. Afraid of being sent 
back to Juvie, the guys hatch a crazy scheme to continue on as if the group leader 
never left. They will go to school, do their community service, attend therapy, and 
act like model citizens until Healy's memory returns and he can resume his place 
with them.  

Scorpions / Walter Dean Myers  

The Scorpions are a gun-toting Harlem gang, and Jamal Hicks is about to become 
tragically involved with them in this authentic tale of the sacrifice of innocence 
and the struggle to steer clear of violence.   Pushed by a bully to fight and nagged 
by his principal, Jamal is having a difficult time staying in school. His home life is 
not much better, with his mother working her fingers to the bone to try to earn 
the money for an appeal for Jamal's jailed older brother, Randy.  Jamal wants to 
do the right thing and help earn the money to free his brother by working, but 
he's afraid to go against the Scorpions. Jamal eventually pulls free of the gang's 
bad influence, but only through the narrowest of escapes. 

With Harlem as its backdrop, Autobiography of My Dead Brother follows the  
diverging paths of best friends Rise and Jesse. When Rise becomes engulfed in 
gang activity and starts dealing drugs, Jesse, a budding artist, tries to make sense 
of the complexities of friendship, loyalty, and loss in a neighborhood plagued by 
drive-by shootings, vicious gangs, and an indifferent juvenile justice system.  

Jumped In / William Kowalski 

Autobiography of My Dead  Brother / Walter Dean Myers 

Sixteen-year-old Rasheed is smart, tough and a survivor. In his neighborhood, he 
has to be. The streets are run by a gang called the E Street Locals, and they've 
been trying to jump him since he was a child. So far, he's managed to escape their 
clutches. But the gang is not his only problem. Rasheed's sister, Daneeka, was  
paralyzed in a drive-by shooting, and now she's confined to a wheelchair, mentally 
frozen at the age of nine. His mother is an addict. His father hasn't been heard 
from in years. High school is no safer than the streets, so Rasheed seeks solace at 
the local university campus. There he meets a young woman named  
Lanaia who takes an interest in him. He also bumps up against a police officer who 
he thinks at first is hassling him just because he's black. But eventually Rasheed 
realizes that the officer is only pushing him to become a better person.  


